846      THE PRINCIPLES  OF WAR

The consideration of what fire one may oneself receive
now becomes a secondary matter; the troops are on
the move and must arrive; moreover, there is but one
means to extenuate the effects of enemy fire: it is to
develop a more violent fire oneself, capable at least of
getting to ground and paralysing the enemy; another
means consists in rapid advance.

To march, and to march quickly, preceded by the
hail of bullets; in proportion as the enemy is hard
pressed, to bring forward more and more numerous
troops, and, moreover, troops well in hand, such is the
fundamental formula for the formations to be taken
and tactics to be adopted.

An infantry body of two ranks l obviously fulfils the
twofold condition of providing powerful fire and rapid
advance. Therefore such a body will, for a certain
time, be equal to the task. But the mass melts away
while performing that task; it soon stops and becomes
exhausted before reaching the position. Hence the
necessity of having a second line which should 4>e par-
ticularly strong, earning nearer and nearer to the first,
designed to prevent the attack from receiving a check,
to push the first line on ahead, to draw it along on to
its destined position. We thus have the second-line
battalion (or battalions) of the regiment in fighting
order, launching (in order to make an end) into the
more and more billowy, confused, mixed line, whole
companies in close order (line or column) and fully
commanded.                                   ^

But an attack organised in the way just described
can only act straight in front. If left to itself, it would
have its flanks, or at any rate its external flank, exposed
to the enemy's attacks or counter-attacks; Still, it
cannot succeed otherwise than by a direct, quick, con-
tinuous march. Hence the necessity of protecting the
attacking force against any kind of surprise, of estab-
lishing, therefore, in the rear a group independent from
the attack itself, capable, by means of a specially
oiganised security-service, of scenting the counter-attack,
capable also, by making a manoeuvre which, thanks to
that security-service, is always possible in time and
space of parrying the counter-attack, which generally

1 Regulation front of combat for one battalion: about 300 yards.